REVELATION                                                                   Week 4                                                                                                              The Church of Smyrna                                                                                          Rev.2:8-11

1.  The Author – “The First and the Last, who died and came to life again”  (2:8 and 1:18).
 
2.  The Church – Smyrna – Only place mentioned in scripture.  The Persecuted Church.  

3.  The City – Smyrna – 40 miles north of Ephesus.  Polycarp was martyred in 156 AD in Smyrna.  (Smyrna – Myrrh – Suffering)  (Izmir – In modern day Turkey)

4.  Commended for Perseverance – Seven Specifics                                                                a.  Afflictions – Trials and Tribulations                                                     b.  Poverty – Earthly not Spiritual                                                                     c.  Slander – Blasphemy against them                                                  d.  Do not be Afraid                                                                                                e.  The devil will be active                                                                             f.  Ten days of Persecution  (ten Roman Emperors who persecuted the Christians)                                                                        g.  Be Faithful unto death and a Crown of Life is Reward

5. No Word of Condemnation – only Smyrna and Philadelphia

6. The Command – Not to Fear.  Persecution = Spiritual strength.   (James1:2-4)(1Peter 5:10)  Purity is forged in the fires of Adversity.

7. The Counsel – Listen for the Voice of the Spirit of God, follow the Words spoken, overcome this temporal world and receive Eternal Life.


