REVELATION Week 14
Chapter 8:1-13
The Book of Revelation proceeds with this pattern, Seven Seals introduced, six described then a break describing events, then the Seventh introduces the next series of seven.  7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Personalities and 7 Bowl Judgments.  It all began with 7 Churches.  
1. The Seventh Seal – verses 1-6 – Preparation Period
a. Silence (1) – Up till now, John heard a great deal of continual Praising going on, 4 living creatures, 24 elders, innumerable saints, each seal proceeded by a Thunderous voice.  Now a ½ hour of silence when the heavenly host saw what the seventh seal unveiled.  A Deafening Silence.
b. Seven (2) – 7 Angels given 7 Trumpets.  Very important instruments in the Old Testament – Summon the Congregation, sound the alarm for war, announcing Religious Feasts, Announce News, Acclaim Kings, Rams Horns at the Walls of Jericho…..  In the New Testament they will announce the Day of the LORD.
c. Supplication (3-4) –  This Altar is the same one in Exodus 30:3 and the one Isaiah saw in Isaiah 6:6.  Fiery coals taken from Altar to ignite the Incense which rose to heaven.  Incense offered as the prayers of Gods people in OT and in the future.  
d. Storm (5) – Divine Wrath, the Censer is filled with the prayers of Gods people – How long until God imposes judgment? Now.  Thunder, Lightening, Earthquake in Contrast to the Silence.  Earthquake most likely more intense than the Sixth Seal. 
e. Sounding of Trumpets (6) – The ½ hour of silence is over, the prayers of the Saints been heard and answered and the Angels prepare to blow the Trumpets of Gods Judgment. 
2. The First Four Trumpets – verses 7-13 – Divine Desolation
a. The First Trumpet (7) – 1/3 of earth’s vegetation and forests consumed.  Reminiscent of destruction of vegetation in Egypt plagues (Ex.9:25)
b. The Second Trumpet (8-9) – 1/3 sea and sea life consumed, bloodwater. Reminiscent of waters of Nile turned to Blood (Ex.7:20)
c. The Third Trumpet (10-11) – 1/3 Drinking Water polluted.                                Reminiscent of polluting of Egypt’s drinking water (Ex.7:21 & 24)
d. The Fourth Trumpet (12-13) – 1/3 starry heaven dark.                                                Reminiscent of the partial eclipse in Egypt (Ex. 10:21-22)
